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Ever since I was little I’ve loved magic tricks.  Card tricks, sleight of hand, math, it 

doesn’t matter, I think they’re cool.  But I’m not a real illusionist because I don’t mind 

revealing how the trick is done, in fact, I enjoy the reveal, watching the smile and en-

joyment that people get when after they’ve been playfully deceived and then shown 

how it was done.  After watching me make a small green cloth disappear and reappear 

repeatedly, a Palestinian man in the West Bank told me he wished I could come to the 

negotiating table and trick the Israelis into ending the occupation.  If only it were that 

simple.   

Last month I went on a delegation to Palestine/Israel with Christian Peacemaker 

Teams.  I took my favorite, simplest trick…that little green cloth that disappears right 

in front of your eyes.  It opened up many opportunities for conversation and fun, with 

Palestinian children playing in the streets, moms and dads at home and work, peace 

and human rights workers, journalists, and Israeli soldiers.  One afternoon some sol-

diers would not let us pass their checkpoint after we had spent some time talking to 

Palestinians who live in a restricted area near a Jewish settlement in 

Hebron, so I tried trading the performance of a magic trick for pas-

sage… all I got was a scowling “not interested.”  I did the trick any-

way through the camouflage mesh, telling them all the while it 

really was a good trick and worth the time just to at least watch it.  

When the cloth miraculously disappeared one soldier smiled and 

said, “thank you”...but they still didn’t let us pass, we had to sneak 

down a back way.   

But a couple of days later we met three sol-

diers at an Ibrihimi Mosque checkpoint who 

were fascinated by the trick.  They surrounded 

me, M-16s slung over their soldiers,  and got as close as they could so they could watch 

closely and figure it out.  I removed my watch and my wedding ring and let them touch 

my hands and fingers as the cloth disappeared then reappeared repeatedly.  After seven 

or eight times, and lots of laughing and joking, one of them saw through the illusion!  

Then of course they wanted to try it themselves.  While they practiced I asked, “so 

what do you think of the situation, the occupation?”  The one who figured out the illu-

sion said, sincerely, “I am a soldier, so I have to think like a soldier, but in my heart I know it’s wrong.” 
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What does the Church of God in Christ teach 
about war?  How is the Church preparing the coming 
generation to deal with the brutality and insanity war 
continuously afflicts upon every generation?  Off and 
on many nations are engaged in the timeless pursuit 
of making war.  Against the backdrop of the Septem-
ber 11th suicidal terrorism, hijackers destroyed mag-
nificent symbols of American society and claimed the 
lives of over three thousand people.  We, Americans, black Americans, 
and particularly Pentecostal Americans have come to an ethical and 
enigmatic dilemma.  That dilemma forces the believer to ponder whether 
one should desire the death of those who attacked us.  In the Church of 
God In Christ, saints have been taught that conscientious objection is 
our official position on war.   
 
Our forbearers and later generations taught peace, committing the 
saints to nonviolent interaction, even during declared war.  Many 
present day youths don’t practice this basic philosophy, lifestyle, and 
tenet of faith.  If our commitment to conscientious objection doesn’t re-
gain its rightful place, more of our children will actively and aggressively 
go to war.   
 

The Church must ask our youth to understand and accept again 
the principles of conscientious objection while loving America 
and serving America.  Our greatest challenge may be to produce a 
faithful conscientious generation of militants for peace, those against 
the brutality and insanity of war; a generation committed to the same 
historic principles of conscientious objection as taught by Bishop C. 
H. Mason. 
 
The Church Of God In Christ is at a crossroads while teaching youth 
to believe in and perpetuate the legacies of this country, especially 
as such traditions may challenge our faith.  Our direction must be to keep today’s youth faith-
ful to the COGIC religious heritage of holiness, pacifism and conscientious objection.  For 
this generation the critical question is whether they as Americans, and especially as Pentecostals, 
can stand with America.  Certainly our youth should know that throughout our Church’s history, 
our committed proclamation has been resoundingly, “We stand with America as always!”  That 
stand of support has heretofore been as conscientious objectors.  There was a time when that 
stance was not ambiguous, but clarion and with peaceful intent we served America, even on the 
front lines of battle.  The Church Of God In Christ historically taught Bishop C. H. Mason’s princi-
ples of conscientious objection, and our members did their patriotic duty during the wars of the 
20th Century.  Bishop Mason taught tenets of patriotic conscientious objection at the same time 
that W. E. B. Du Bois was explaining in The Souls of Black Folk, the harsh reality of this double 

consciousness blacks were forced to endure in America.  Then, as now, loving 
America was often incongruous and contradictory in the conflicted souls of black 
folk.   
 
War is as old as civilization.  Nations will rise up against nations because of politics, 
race, economics, terrorism or even non-essential issues.  Bishop C. H. Mason 
dared to resist war as a pacifist and was imprisoned due to his belief.  His 
radically different approach to war is recorded in the book, The Formative Years.  
What white America failed to understand was why Mason practiced pacifism and 
encouraged his ardent members to be conscientious objectors.  The day of Jim 
Crow usually meant black folks did what they were told without complaint. 
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What would happen if youth pastors and senior pastors around the world be-

gan to regularly teach and preach Jesus’ very own Sermon on the Mount?  

Amazing discipleship and growth within the body would undoubtedly occur.   

Sam Martinez, a graduate of Southwestern Assemblies of God University and an 

Assemblies of God youth & worship pastor, has developed an outstanding teaching 

and preaching curriculum for the Transforming Initiatives in the Sermon on the 

Mount.  Employing Glen Stassen’s hermeneutical approach (Just Peacemaking: 

Transforming Initiatives for Justice and Peace and Kingdom Ethics) and his own 

creativity and excellent exegetical and application skills, Sam has produced a power-

ful series that can be employed by pastors everywhere. 

We at the PCPF are proud to present this fourteen week series as a free resource for 

you to use and share.  Rev. Martinez has produced teaching/preaching outlines, 

handouts, and PowerPoint presentations.   

Please click the link below to examine this practical, helpful, and Spirit filled re-

source that can help us all follow Jesus more faithfully. 

The Jesus Project: Teaching & Preaching the Sermon on the Mount 
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Ethics of Consumerism in Light of the Poor 

People have been consuming since the as far back as humans can remember. Neo-
lithic tribes bartered in shells and obsidian flakes for hides and dried meat. Consump-
tion has driven empires to the heights of power and back into the ashes of oblivion. 
Today we live in a society saturated with consumer options and drives. But the question 
that has always been there and only recently surfaced to prominence in the thoughts of 
many ethicists is, “How ethical is the ideology of consumerism?” 
 
Before delving into the myriad of issues raised by this question it is necessary to have a 
clarification of terms. Consumption in its base form is the act of consuming while the 
ideology of consumerism with which this article intends to engage is more a state of 

the mental environment and a movement of societal impetus.  
 
This ideology of consumerism can be seen very clearly in but is not confined to the 
market culture of the United States. It is an ideology where consumption has become a 
moral good in its own right and has taken precedence over most ethical systems. The 
culture within this ideology has taken the act of consumption and spread it to a lifestyle 
of living and made it a systematic structure by which the 

individuals of the society judge their world. The ideology of consumerism 
has become the filter by which social issues are viewed or many times not 
viewed. In short, the ideology of consumerism is a consumption driven co-
coon in which many people live, Christians and non-Christians alike. 
 

Having thus illustrated the concept of the ideology of consumerism 
as opposed to the act of consumption we can move back to the question at 
hand. How ethical is the ideology of consumerism? A variety of ethicists 
when confronted with the idea of the ethics of consumerism tend to go di-
rectly to the institution of capitalism as the true source behind any type of 
moral impropriety…..  
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Albert Markovski (Jason Schwartzman, Rushmore), 
environmentalist and poet, sets out on a hilarious quest 
to lay bare three coincidences that may hold the mean-
ing to life.  He turns to the offices of Bernard and 
Vivian Jafee (Dustin Hoffman, Rain Man, and Lily 
Tomlin, Laugh In), existential detectives, for help.  
While Vivian spies on Albert in a rather obvious fash-
ion, Bernard sets out to enlighten Albert on the ontology of the universe 
through a series of off-the-wall exercises. 
  
It is not long in the investigation before Albert’s struggle to save a piece of 
woodlands and conflict with an up-and-coming Huckabees executive, 
Brad Stand (Jude Law, Closer), are found to be a major piece of the puz-
zle.  Seeking to undermine Albert, Brad also employs the Jafees, but 

things do not go as planned (e.g., when his supermodel girlfriend (Naomi Watts, The Ring) starts wear-
ing a bonnet). 
 
Things really get rolling when Albert is introduced to Tom Corn (Mark Wahlberg, The Italian Job), a 
distraught fire-fighter seeking the meaning of life and obsessed about the “petroleum problem.”  The 
two are ultimately wooed by Bernard’s and Vivian’s arch-nemesis, Caterine Vauban (Isabelle Huppert, 
Deux), and her brand of nihilism, while the Jafees struggle to regain their clients from her grips. 
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Shalom 2005: A New Generation of Pentecostal 

& Charismatic Peacemakers! 

The Pentecostal Charismatic Peace Fellowship is hosting a retreat for 

Pentecostal and Charismatic peacemakers from everywhere. 
 

When?  October 7-9, 2005.  Begins with registration and welcome at 5:00 pm on Fri-
day (7th) and ends by 11:00 am on Sunday (9th), leaving you plenty of time to drive or 
fly home. 

 

Where?  MD Resort, Fort Worth, Texas (35 minutes from DFW International Airport).  We'll be 
glad to pick you up at the airport (either one, Love Field is also in Dallas) and take you back. 
 

Why? To encourage, inspire, and unite pentecostal and charismatic Christians who are working for 
justice and building peace. 

 

How Much? Only $85, that includes 2 nights lodging and all your food (if you come for only one 
night you can pay less). 
 

Why Should I Come? 
1. Great speakers and sessions, including  Dr. Michael Westmoreland-White of Every Church a 
Peace Church; Rev. Dr. David Hall, pastor of CH Mason Church of God in Christ (Memphis, TN); 
Ms. Diana Aubourg of Save African’s Children; and Dr. Paul Alexander, founder of the PCPF. 
 
2. We'll all be amazed and energized by what God is doing. 
 
3. You'll learn a lot about nonviolence, just peacemaking, and working for justice from people who 
not only study and write about it, but who have been doing it a long time and live it as a way of life. 
 
4. You'll have plenty of time and opportunities to share your own concerns, ideas, and vision with 
other Christians who want to hear you and work with you. 
 
5. You'll be an integral part of an historic event, the first annual (inaugural) Pentecostal Charismatic 



We are planning a 12 day delegation to Palestine/Israel for summer, 2006.  It will be ei-

ther in June or July and will cost approximately $1800. 

We will meet with groups such as Sabeel: The Palestinian Christian Liberation Theology 

Center, the Bereaved Parents’ Circle, Israeli Committee Against Home Demolitions, and 

Holy Land Trust.  We will be listening to and working 

with Muslims, Jews, and Christians...Palestinians, 

Israelis, and internationals.   

For more details about the situation in Palestine/Israel 

and what specifically we will be doing while we’re 

there, visit our website, check out Christian Peacemaker Teams, or send 

us an email. 

Peace Fellowship Delegation to Palestine/Israel, Summer 2006  

4. You'll have plenty of time and opportunities to share your own concerns, ideas, and vision with 
other Christians who want to hear you and work with you. 
 
5. You'll be an integral part of an historic event, the first annual (inaugural) Pentecostal Charismatic 
Peace Fellowship conference.   
 
Contact Christa Savely for more information and to register.   
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View or Print the Retreat Brochure 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at sam@pentecostalpeace.org or call 972.998.6652. 


